	Course Name
	Big History

	Course #
	XXX

	Credits
	XXX

	Timeslot
	XXX

	Teacher(s)/Coordinator
	Dr. Big History

	Course Content
	· Overview of all of history (big history), from the big bang until today

· Key concepts and theories:

· Students will be introduced to a novel theory which helps to explain the entire course of history.
· Students will examine big history through the lens of their own big questions.

	Learning Outcomes 
	· Students will be able to critically examine historical ideas.

· Students will have acquired a general coherent knowledge of key aspects of big history. They will understand in general terms how everything has become the way it is now.

· Student will have acquired an in-depth knowledge of the proposed general theory and will be able to successfully apply it to a wide range of topics.

· Students will have been stimulated in creative, out-of-the-box thinking.

	Form(s) of Instruction


	· Interactive lectures

· Group and personal discussions

· Formal and informal presentations
· Observations and measurements

· Assignments

	Assessment
	· Active participation during classes: 20 % (of the final grade). Most notably this involves active interest during all sessions, including participating in: class discussions and assignments, also when these in-class activities are not immediately graded. Any attempts to engage in activities in-class that are not related to the topic under discussion, such as using smart phones, will be penalized.
· In-class online tests: 25 % (14 tests)
· Mid-term sheet and talk: 10 %
· Final paper: 25 %  
· Final sheet: 10 %
· Symposium presentation: 10 %

	Main Course Resources
	· Required reading:

· Textbook: Big History and the Future of Humanity, 2nd edition by Fred Spier, Wiley-Blackwell 2015.
· Web resources:

· www.bighistory.info : Dedicated website for the textbook.
· www.bighistory.nl : IIS-UvA big history website, which provides the most complete bibliography on big history on the internet as well as other useful information, including external links.
· www.twitter/bighistory : The most recent updates on big history
· www.ibhanet.org : International Big History Association

	Contact Information Teacher


	Dr. Big History
 


	Week
	Date
	Subject
	General reading questions and topics for discussion
	Readings 
	Assignments 

and deadlines

	1 a
	Date
	Introduction


	Interactive session SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
· What is big history? 
· How is the course structured
· What are the learning goals?
· Big History and its relation to the present

Required reading and online tests:

· Book, article(s)

· In-class student presentations 
      (prepare schedule)
Explanation of little big history (LBH) assignment: 
· Sheet and Essay
· Goals: personal involvement in big history and stimulating creative thinking
· Research option
Explanation of grading

What do students consider to be important questions in history? SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
	
	Students must start thinking about their own subject or question for their essays as well as their preliminary answers to their question.

	1 b
	Date
	A history of big history
	Interactive session
Overview of the history of big history
Discussion: 

LBHs and Research Options
	Big History and the Future of Humanity, chapter 1
	First 10 minute online test on Blackboard. All the following sessions with required reading will start with such tests.

	2 a
	Date
	History, energy and complexity
	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Interactive session
Big history can be understood as the rise and demise of complexity in all its manifestations. What is complexity? What is needed for matter to become more complex, remain so for a while, and eventually decline into chaos?
What about the energy flows, complexity and Goldilocks circumstances of our own institution?
	Big History and the Future of Humanity, chapter 2
	

	2 b
	Date
	The emergence of the Universe  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Interactive session
Which major discoveries make scientists think that the Big Bang happened? What happened right after the Big Bang?
In-class demonstration: show sunlight spectrum with the aid of a prism. This is the basis of astrophysics, most notably the detection of chemical elements and molecules in space and redshifts. Putting a prism in front of the eyepiece of a telescope turned astronomy into astrophysics.
	Big History and the Future of Humanity, chapter 3 (74-89)
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
	Preliminary 1 page answer to your question must have been submitted before date.

	3 a
	Date
	The evolution of the Universe 
	Interactive session
The emergence of matter, energy, chemical elements, galaxies and stars.
Discuss the importance of evidence and interpretations underlying our current understanding of the history of the universe.

Also discuss where the chemical elements came from that we ourselves and our direct environment consist of, and compare this with the general chemical composition of our galaxy, and of Earth.
	Big History and the Future of Humanity, chapter 3 (89-105)
	

	3 b
	Date
	Our Solar System SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Interactive session
What does our Solar System look like, and how did it emerge?
If possible, in-class observation: watching sunspots with the aid of a binoculars (or monocular) mounted on a tripod.
	 Big History and the Future of Humanity, chapter 4 (107-125) SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
	

	4 a
	Date
	The emergence of life  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
	Interactive session
How might life have emerged?

Which experiments could we design to further probe these questions?
	Big History and the Future of Humanity, chapter 4 (125-136) SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
	

	4 b
	Date
	The co-evolution of Earth and life (1) SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Interactive session
How did life and the Earth co-evolve over billions of years?
Examples of in class activities: 
Try to find samples in the direct environment of rocks and wonder what they tell you about the local history.

Discuss the importance of magnetism with the aid of a dip needle, if available, for showing how the magnetic field is oriented both horizontally and vertically. This has implications for the incoming charged particles from space influencing our lives here on Earth. What are these implications?
	Big History and the Future of Humanity, chapter 5 (140-152) SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
	

	5 a
	Date
	The co-evolution of Earth and life (2) SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Interactive session
How did life and the Earth co-evolve over billions of years? Darwinian Evolution

How can we observe Darwinian evolution? How would we deal with religious views of the history of nature?
	Big History and the Future of Humanity, chapter 5 (153-174) SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
	

	5 b
	Date
	Long-term climate change  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Interactive lecture
How did the climate change during Earth history?
Microscope connected to a projector, if available, showing pollen samples as well as samples taken by students from the direct environment. To what extent is the direct environment of your university suitable for finding climate records?
	Big History and the Future of Humanity, chapter 5 (140-174)
	NO TEST

	6 a
	Date
	The emergence of early humans  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Interactive session
How did early humans emerge, and how did they evolve during the first four million years?
Explore which relics of this period may still be observable in our behavior, and thus may still be important today. What kind of implications could this have?
	Big History and the Future of Humanity, chapter 6 
	

	6 b
	Date
	How to analyze human history
	Interactive lecture and discussion

How can we theoretically understand human history as part of big history?

Explore the interdependencies of our own institution
	
	Your mid-term sheets must have been submitted before date. The results will be discussed in personal talks with your teacher.

	7 a
	Date
	Essay discussions
	Each student will personally discuss his or her midterm sheet in a 15 minute personal talk with the teacher.
	
	

	7 b
	Date
	Essay discussions
	Each student will personally discuss his or her midterm sheet in a 15 minute personal talk with the teacher.
	
	

	8 a
	Date
	Essay discussions
	Each student will personally discuss his or her midterm sheet in a 15 minute personal talk with the teacher.
	
	

	8 b
	Date
	Emergence of agriculture
	Interactive session
How did agriculture emerge and what have been some of the consequences?
Explore domesticated species inside and outside the building, including the cafeteria. Try to find out where these species were originally domesticated, and where they were produced.
	Big History and the Future of Humanity, chapter 7 (214-238)

	

	9 a
	Date
	Emergence of states
	Interactive session

How did states emerge and what have been some of the consequences?
Ask students what would happen, and what they would do, if the two major state monopolies (on the use of legitimate violence and on taxation) were to disappear instantaneously.
	Big History and the Future of Humanity, chapter 7 (239-256)
	

	9 b
	Date
	The European expansion SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Interactive session
The first wave of globalization began about 500 years ago. What were its general characteristics?
How were people able to map the world? 
	Big History and the Future of Humanity, chapter 7 (256-263) SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
	

	10 a
	Date
	The Enlightenment
	Interactive session
What were its major characteristics?

Which ideas and their proponents are still important for us today?
	
	Students will prepare short assignments.

	10 b
	Date
	Industrialization SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Interactive session
How and why did the industrial revolution take place, and what were some of the major consequences?
Which products changed as a result of industrial production, how, and why? What were some of the consequences?
	Big History and the Future of Humanity, chapter 7 (264-271)
	

	11 a
	Date
	Informatization SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Interactive lecture
What has changed in our daily lives as a result of informatization?
	Big History and the Future of Humanity, chapter 7 (271-286) SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
	

	11 b
	Date
	Facing the future  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Interactive session
What can we expect for the future, based on the knowledge we have gained in the course?
	Big History and the Future of Humanity, chapter 8
	

	12 a
	Date
	No class
	
	
	The final essays and sheets must have uploaded before date.

	12 b
	Date
	Big questions in history symposium (1)
	Symposium

During a symposium students will present their research results in 15-minute presentations (10 minute presentations, 5 minutes Q&A).
	
	Presentations during the symposium will be graded.

	13 a
	Date
	Big questions in history symposium (2)
	Symposium

During a symposium students will present their research results in 15-minute presentations (10 minute presentations, 5 minutes Q&A).
	
	Presentations during the symposium will be graded.

	13 b
	Date
	Grades and Evaluation
	The final course grades will be presented, and the course will be evaluated. To what extent did we achieve the course objectives and meet students’ expectations? What did the students like and what could be improved?
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